
 
 

  
 

1.  KEY RESULT AREA: OFFENDER MANAGEMENT 

& OPERATIONS 
 

1.11 Searching    
 
1.11.1 Premise 

 
Searches of inmates, their cells, possessions and work locations are critical to 
the safety and security of the correctional centre.  The correctional centre staff 
should however remember that inmates highly value their possessions. 
Searching should always be conducted with a minimum of fuss and mess. Staff 
should always take care not to trample, tear, damage or destroy any of an 
inmate's possessions.  Not to do so causes friction and resentment on the part 
of the inmate and, if proven, could result in the Commissioner withdrawing the 
staff member’s authority to perform the functions of a correctional officer. 

 
1.11.2 Outcome 

 
1.11.3 Legislation and Policy Requirements 
 

United Nations Basic Principles for the Treatment of Prisoners (1990)  
Crimes (Administration of Sentences) Act 1999 
Standard Guidelines for Corrections in Australia Revised 2004 
Department of Corrective Services Operations Procedures Manual,  
Sections 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 15, 16, 18 and 19   
Crimes (Administration of Sentences) Regulation 2001 

 
1.11.4 Specific Service Requirements 
 

The Operator must: 
  

1. comply with relevant legislation and Departmental policies regarding the 
searching of inmates, staff, visitors and the physical environment of the 
correctional centre, including: 

 
(a) monthly searches of the correctional centre; 

 
(b) daily searches of six (6) cells selected at random in every 

accommodation area; 

 
A safe and secure environment is achieved through an effective system of 
searching the correctional centre, inmates, staff and visitors. 
 



 
 

  
 

 
(c) daily searches of all locks, bolts and bars in all accommodation 

areas; 
 

(d) regular searches of  all inmate workshops; 
 

(e) searches of all staff and authorised visitors (and their property)  on 
entry to and exit from the correctional centre; 

 
(f) searches of the property of  inmate visitors prior to entry into the 

correctional centre;   
 

(g) searches of every vehicle granted access to the correctional centre 
before entry to and on exit from the correctional centre; 

 
(h) searches of inmates under the following circumstances: 

 
(i) at least 25% of inmates returning from a pre-release leave 

program to be strip searched at random.  This process must 
ensure that, over a two (2) month period, all inmates 
returning from a pre-release leave program are strip 
searched; 

 
(ii) every inmate is strip searched upon reception and on return 

from any temporary absence (other than a Pre-Release 
Leave Program), including medical, court or inter-
correctional centre escorts; 

 
(iii) before and after visits (medium security inmates are 

required to wear overalls during visits and are to be strip 
searched at the completion of the visit);   

 
(iv) before and after participating in employment outside the 

secure perimeter (These inmates are to be randomly 
searched and, where intelligence suggests, target strip 
searched), and 

 
(v) before being placed in a management cell, a “safe cell” or 

“dry cell” ensure inmates are to be strip searched to ensure 
that they are not in possession of any implement which 
could be used to harm them or any other person; 
 

2. ensure the searching of inmates is conducted with due regard to the 
property of inmates, their dignity and self-respect and in as seemly a 
manner as is practicable without impeding the effectiveness of the search, 
ensuring that: 

 



 
 

  
 

(a) except in cases of emergency,  inmates are not searched by, or in 
the presence of a correctional officer of the opposite gender - 
Note: Transgender inmates are to be searched by officers of the 
gender with which they identify; 

 
(b) when a staff member believes an inmate’s artificial limb(s) or 

medical bandage(s)/dressing(s) may conceal or contain 
contraband, the artificial limb(s) or medical bandage(s)/dressing(s) 
are searched in accordance with Departmental policy, and 

 
(c) all persons responsible for the searching of inmates are authorised 

as custodians of inmates; 
   

3. implement procedures to address and report security breaches 
discovered, including: 

 
(a) where a cell or Wing/Unit door or window lock, bolt or bar has been 

tampered with appropriate security measures are put in place and 
any damaged equipment is repaired or replaced; 

 
(b) staff remove any contraband and/or tools of escape found during a 

search and submit reports concerning the circumstances of the 
search, detailing what was found and any comments or admissions 
made by inmates, and 

 
(c) compliance with the Department’s incident reporting policies. 

   
1.11.5 Key Monitoring Elements 
 
 1. Records maintained of all searches conducted - written records available 

to substantiate practices. 
 

2. Number of reports of contraband, weapons, tools of escape, damaged 
locks doors or windows found when searching inmates or locations - 
written reports available. 

 
3. Number of occasions when a female inmate is searched by or in the 

presence of a male correctional officer - reports available to substantiate 
reasons. 

 
4. Number of complaints by inmates regarding the conduct of a search - 

record available.  
 

5. Number of complaints by visitors regarding the conduct of a search - 
record available.  

 
 



 
 

  
 

6. Number of occasions when appropriate security measures were not put in 
place following the detection of a damaged cell or wing door or window 
lock, bolt or bar - written report provided.   

 
1.11.6 Proposal Outline 
 

The proposal must demonstrate how the Operator will maintain a safe 
correctional centre environment through an effective system of searching by 
detailing their strategies to: 

 
1. ensure compliance with relevant legislation and Departmental policies  

regarding the searching of inmates, staff, visitors and the physical 
environment of the correctional centre; 

 
2. ensure the searching of inmates is conducted with due regard to the 

property of inmates, their dignity and self-respect and in as seemly a 
manner as is practicable without impeding the effectiveness of the search; 
and 

 
3. address and report security breaches discovered. 

 
  The Department encourages the use of innovative strategies. 


