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Scope 
This section applies to all correctional centres and other facilities administered by or 
on behalf of CSNSW.  

It also applies to all CSNSW employees, and where relevant to other personnel such 
as NSWPF, JH&FMHN, contractors, subcontractors, and visitors. 
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1 Policy  
1.1 When DNA testing of an inmate may be done 
DNA testing of an inmate may be done when: 

• the inmate is serving a sentence of imprisonment for a Serious Indictable 
Offence and a DNA sample is requested by NSWPF 

• there is an order from a magistrate or other authorised person for the DNA test 
• there is a court order for a parentage test 
• the inmate or their legal representative has requested a DNA test 
• a third party has requested a DNA test and the inmate has consented 
• in other circumstances where the test is legally required. 

1.2 General conditions on DNA testing of inmates 
All DNA testing must be carried out in a way which provides reasonable privacy to the 
inmate. 

Unless an exception applies under this policy a DNA testing procedure must not: 

• be done in the presence of anyone who is not necessary to the procedure 
• require the inmate to remove any more clothing than is necessary 
• involve a visual inspection of the inmate other than what is necessary for the 

procedure 
• occur while the inmate is being questioned 
• be conducted on someone under the age of 18 or who is incapable of offering 

informed consent to the procedure.  

In most cases a DNA sample will be collected through a buccal swab, which is a swab 
of the mouth to collect saliva.  

Where relevant, CSNSW staff should follow appropriate procedures under COPP 
section 6.5 Infectious and communicable diseases when a DNA sample is being 
collected from an inmate. 

1.3 Administering the buccal swab 
Inmates should be asked to do the buccal swab themselves where possible. 

If the buccal swab is taken by someone other than the inmate, it must be done by an 
appropriately qualified person: 

• medical practitioner 
• dentist 
• nurse 
• appropriately qualified Police Officer 
• someone authorised by the Commissioner of Police to carry out the procedure; 

or 
• other person with suitable professional qualifications or experience to carry out 

the procedure. 
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1.4 Suitable testing area 
Wherever possible, the DNA sampling procedure should be conducted at the 
correctional centre where the inmate is located rather than at an external site. A police 
officer or other qualified person can attend the correctional centre for the purpose of 
collecting a DNA sample from the inmate. 

A suitable area in the correctional centre must be chosen for the procedure. An area 
may be suitable if it: 

• restricts unnecessary inmate and staff movement through the area 
• has a suitable holding area close to the testing area for inmates to be held 

while they wait to be escorted into the testing room 
• allows the inmate to rinse their mouth immediately prior to giving a buccal swab 

or, if a different type of sample will be taken, has appropriate facilities for the 
safe and effective collection of the sample 

• has a table and chairs and is big enough for a camera with tripod to be set up 
and record the testing area 

• provides privacy and reduced noise to allow the procedure to be electronically 
recorded 

• has appropriate security measures to protect the safety of the qualified person 
collecting the DNA sample. 

The Governor/OIC may request the use of a JH&FMHN clinic as a clean and private 
place for the testing to be done. 

Where the inmate must be escorted to an external facility for a DNA testing procedure, 
all relevant policies and procedures must be followed including COPP sections 19.1 
General escort procedures and 19.2 Movement orders and permits. 

2 Police DNA testing  
2.1 Operational agreement with police for DNA testing 
CSNSW and NSWPF have an operational agreement to allow NSWPF to obtain DNA 
samples from inmates serving a sentence of imprisonment for a Serious Indictable 
Offence. 

As part of this agreement the Correctional Centre Liaison Officer, or an officer 
authorised by the Governor/OIC to perform the role (the Authorised officer) will assist 
NSWPF to arrange access to the relevant inmates for the forensic sampling process. 
The Authorised officer will help to prepare the inmate for the DNA test and will arrange 
a suitable location in the correctional centre for testing to be done. 
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2.2 Identifying inmates for testing 
The NSWPF Inmate Testing Team (ITT) is responsible for identifying eligible inmates 
for DNA testing. Where the ITT is unable to access OIMS the Authorised Officer may 
provide them with copies of the following OIMS reports to help them identify 
appropriate inmates: 

• Conviction, Sentencing and Appeal Report  
• Inmate Profile Document 
• Serious Indictable Offender Report 
• All Jail Report 

These reports must be provided securely to protect the confidentiality of the 
information they contain. 

The ITT will provide a designated executive officer with a list of identified inmates at 
least one week prior to the sampling procedure. 

2.3 Information given to inmates before consent 
The Authorised officer should inform inmates of the request received from ITT, show 
the inmate written documentation of the request provided by ITT, and ask the inmate 
to consent to testing.  

To provide informed consent the inmate must be given a copy of the Forensic 
Procedures Information for Inmates fact sheet provided by ITT.  

The inmate should read the factsheet before providing informed consent to the 
procedure. If the inmate cannot read the factsheet themselves, they must be 
supported to understand the information. If the inmate needs an interpreter see COPP 
section 11.1 Language services. If the inmate has a cognitive disability, or mental 
illness, or otherwise cannot provide informed consent, this should be communicated to 
the ITT (under the MOU, CSNSW staff are able to share this information with NSW 
Police for the purposes of DNA testing). The final decision about whether an inmate is 
capable of giving informed consent lies with Police. If the inmate cannot provide 
informed consent the procedure cannot be done without a legal order. If there is a 
legal order, a senior police officer may still order the carrying out of the forensic 
procedure without the inmate’s consent. 

The inmate should be advised to speak to a legal representative if they have any 
concerns or want help understanding the procedure they are being asked to consent 
to. The Legal Aid NSW Prisoners Legal Service can provide advice on this procedure. 

Once the inmate has read the factsheet and had an opportunity to seek legal advice, 
the Authorised Officer should complete the Inmate DNA Forensic Procedure Prep-
Sheet with the inmate. The inmate must sign the Prep-Sheet and the signature should 
be witnessed by a Corrective Services Officer. 

2.4 Consent from Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander inmates 
The Authorised officer should check the list of inmates identified for testing by the ITT 
to confirm if any of the inmates identify as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander.  
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6 Quick links 
• Related COPP 
• Forms and annexures 
• Related Documents 
 

7 Definitions 
Authorised 
laboratory 

a laboratory that is accredited by the National Association of 
Testing Authorities (NATA) for the purpose of carrying out 
parentage testing.  

Authorised officer The Correctional Centre Liaison Officer, or the officer authorised 
by the Governor/OIC to perform the functions set out in this part of 
the Custodial Operations Policy and Procedures. 

Authorised person A person authorised under the Crimes (Forensic Procedures) Act 
2000 to make an interim order for a forensic procedure to be 
conducted. 

Buccal swab Refers to a forensic procedure where a swab of saliva taken from 
a person’s mouth. 

CFP Act 2000 Crimes (Forensic Procedures) Act 2000 
CIG Corrections Intelligence Group 
COPP Custodial Operations Policy and Procedures 
CSNSW Corrective Services New South Wales 
CSNSW staff Staff employed by, or providing services on behalf of, CSNSW. 

Any reference to CSNSW staff includes staff at privately managed 
centres. References to a particular position include the equivalent 
position at a privately managed centre. 

DNA deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) is used for genetic testing. 
FM Functional Manager 
Forensic 
procedures 

Refers to a procedure conducted under the Crimes (Forensic 
Procedures) Act 2000 for the purpose of collecting samples or 
other forensic material from a person’s body. 

Forensic testing Refers to collecting samples or other evidence through either 
intimate or non-intimate forensic procedures under the Crimes 
(Forensic Procedures) Act 2000 

Governor Governor of a correctional centre (includes a Manager of Security 
in charge of a small correctional centre) 

Interview friend Different people may act as interview friends for an inmate under 
different provisions of the Crimes (Forensic Procedures) Act 2000. 
This may include a relative or other person chosen by the inmate, 
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an Australian legal practitioner, or a representative of an Aboriginal 
legal aid organisation. 

ITT Inmate Testing Team which team in the NSW Police Force which 
actively identifies and obtains DNA Forensic Samples from 
Inmates within New South Wales Correctional Centres who meet 
the criteria under Part 7 of the Crimes (Forensic Procedures) Act 
2000 

JH&FMHN Justice Health & Forensic Mental Health Network 
NSWPF New South Wales Police Force 
OIMS Offender Integrated Management System 
Parentage testing 
order 

An order made under section 69W(1) of the Family Law Act 1975 
(Cth) 

Parentage testing 
procedure 

Court ordered a medical procedure for the purpose of determining 
whether someone is the parent of a child. 

Qualified person Someone with suitable professional qualifications or experience to 
carry out the forensic procedure as determined by the Crimes 
(Forensic Procedures) Act 2000 

SIO Serious Indictable Offence 
SOG Security Operations Group 
Testing 
Coordinator 

The Unit within the CSNSW Security and Intelligence division 
established within the Department of Corrective Services to assist 
and liaise between Authorised Officer and NSWPF DNA 
Management Unit in obtaining forensic samples from inmates 
charged with a serious indictable offence.  
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