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Scope 
This section applies to all correctional centres and other facilities administered by or on 
behalf of CSNSW.  

It also applies to all CSNSW employees, and where relevant to other personnel such 
as JH&FMHN, contractors, subcontractors, and visitors. 

For Security & Intelligence (S&I) staff, this policy must be read in conjunction with S&I 
Local Operating Procedures (LOPs).  
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1  Notifiable diseases 
1.1 Improvements in treatment 
Improved access to testing has allowed for earlier diagnoses of HIV and Hepatitis. 
Screening for HIV and Hepatitis in inmates is conducted by JH&FMHN nurses as part 
of the Early Detection Program: Screening for Blood Borne Viruses and Sexually 
Transmissible Infections. An inmate must provide informed verbal consent prior to 
being tested.  

Major advances in treatment and access to treatment for blood-borne viruses have 
significantly reduced the risk of transmission of HIV and Hepatitis C in correctional 
settings. AIDS is no longer considered a primary threat to the lives of individuals with 
HIV, who routinely achieve undetectable levels of HIV on treatment.  

Improved access to direct acting antiviral (DAA) therapy also allows for treatment of 
Hepatitis C. JH&FMHN have set significant treatment targets to reduce the number of 
Hepatitis C carriers in inmate populations to reduce the overall risk of transmission. 

1.2 Disclosure of a notifiable disease 
Notifiable diseases included in Schedule 2 to the Public Health Act 2010 are serious 
infectious diseases, which includes AIDS and AVH.  

Under clause 290(1) of the Crimes (Administration of Sentences) Regulation 2014 (the 
Regulation), as soon as practicable after forming an opinion that an inmate has, or 
appears to have, a serious infectious disease, a prescribed health officer must report 
that they have formed the opinion, and the grounds for the opinion, to a prescribed 
CSNSW officer.  

Under the Regulation, a prescribed health officer is defined as: 

• the Chief Executive, Justice Health and Forensic Mental Health Network (JH 
&FMHN), or 

• a medical officer or other member of staff of JH&FMHN authorised by the Chief 
Executive, JH&FMHN, to exercise the functions of a prescribed health officer for 
the purposes of the provision. 

A prescribed CSNSW officer is defined as: 

• the Commissioner, or 
• a correctional officer or departmental officer authorised by the Commissioner to 

exercise the functions of a prescribed CSNSW officer for the purposes of the 
provision. 

In the case of a report from the Chief Executive, JH&FMHN, the prescribed CSNSW 
officer must carry into effect any recommendation contained in the report in so far as it 
is practicable to do so. If it is impracticable to carry a recommendation into effect, the 
prescribed CSNSW officer must report that fact to the Chief Executive, JH &FMHN 
(clause 290(2)), (3)) of the Regulation. 

Information about an inmate’s notifiable disease must not be disclosed to anyone 
except for the purpose of exercising the functions of their office, or without written, 
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signed and dated consent from the inmate. Access to inmates’ confidential health 
records is limited to: 

• those named in the written permission from the inmate 
• JH&FMHN staff  
• other emergency medical personnel.  

1.3 Disclosure of HIV 
HIV is not a notifiable disease under the Public Health Act 2010; therefore an inmate’s 
HIV status cannot ordinarily be disclosed by a prescribed medical officer to a 
prescribed CSNSW officer.  

Written records or any information identifying an inmate’s HIV status are confidential 
and must not be recorded other than in the relevant health records, such as the 
inmate’s confidential medical file. Recording an inmate’s HIV status on any CSNSW 
form is unlawful and may attract a penalty.  

1.4 Disclosure of AIDS 
Each month JH&FMHN will provide a list of inmates who have AIDS to:  

• the Office of the Commissioner  
• the Assistant Commissioner, Custodial Corrections (ACCC) 

This list will include:  

• the first two letters of the inmate’s first name and the first two letters of their  
surname  

• Master Index Number (MIN)  
• location  
• sentence details.  

The ACCC must not disclose that an inmate has AIDS to any person except for the 
purpose of exercising the function of their office. However, the ACCC may disclose the 
results of a test to someone who needs the information to provide for the inmate’s 
welfare, or for the good management of the correctional centre in which the inmate is 
housed.  
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5 Quick links 
• Related COPP 
• Forms and annexures 
• Related documents 

6 Definitions 
ACCC Assistant Commissioner, Custodial Corrections 
Acquired Immune 
Deficiency 
Syndrome 

Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) is a disease caused 
by the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) which destroys the 
body’s white cells, resulting in reduced immunity, and lowering of 
the body’s resistance to infection and malignancy.  
According to the UNAIDS terminology guidelines (2007, 2015) the 
term HIV should be used unless specifically referring to AIDS with 
respect to making a specific clinical diagnosis as part of the 
spectrum of HIV-related illness. 

AIDS Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome.  
Authorised officer The officer authorised by the Governor to perform the functions set 

out in this part of the Custodial Operations Policy and Procedures. 
AVH Acute Viral Hepatitis 
COPP Custodial Operations Policy and Procedures 
CSNSW Corrective Services NSW 
DCJ Legal NSW Department of Communities & Justice Legal  
EAP Employee Assistance Program 
FM Functional Manager 
HPP Health Privacy Principles 
Human 
Immunodeficiency 
Virus (HIV) 

Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) infects cells of the immune 
system, destroying or impairing their function.  
Infection with the virus results in progressive deterioration of the 
immune system.  

JH&FMHN Justice Health & Forensic Mental Health Network 
LOPs Local Operating Procedures 
MIN Master Index Number 
MOS Manager of Security 
NUM Nursing Unit Manager 
OIC Officer in Charge 
OS&P Offender Services & Programs 
PHRG Public Health Response Group 
S&I Security and Intelligence, a branch of CSNSW 
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7 Document information  
Business centre: Custodial Operations 
Approver: Kevin Corcoran 
Date of effect: 23 August 2018 
EDRMS container: 18/7158 

Version Date Reason for amendment 
1.0  Initial publication (Replaces section 7.11 of the superseded 

Operations Procedures Manual) 

1.1 12/03/20 General formatting update and improvements 

 


